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Are you a genuine individual and interested in 
helping people? 

Do you have a passion and energy for your work? 

Do you enjoy medicine and lifelong learning?

If so, maybe a career as a Physician is for you.

Physicians provide ongoing care for their patients.  
They treat, diagnose, teach and communicate 
with their clients and other health professionals.  
Physicians are the main decision makers in the health 
care team, providing supervision and direction to the 
other health team members.  

Many universities in Ontario and Canada o� er the 
schooling requirements to become a Physician.  
A Bachelor�s Degree and Doctor of Medicine are 
required.  This is followed by two to three years of 
residency.  In high school students should be taking 
Chemistry, Biology, Math, English and Physics to 
pursue a career in this � eld.

Upon graduation you can expect to make anywhere 
from $100,000 to $200,000 annually.

More information can be found on the Canadian 
Medical Association www.cma.ca or the College of 
Physician and Surgeons of Ontario www.cpso.on.ca  
or check the university of your choice.

Career Spotlight: Physician.
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Top 10 Reasons to Pursue a Health Career

You�ll earn a good salary
The good news is health workers make very good 
money. The average entry-level health worker earns 
from $15 to $50 per hour. The more experience and 
training you get in your � eld, the more money you can 
make. 

You�ll enjoy job security
Unlike many industries that are losing workers, the 
health care � eld is growing rapidly. Dozens of health 
careers have good or excellent job prospects, meaning 
you�ll never have trouble � nding a job.

You can choose the work that interests you
A career in health can lead in many directions. You 
can treat patients in an o�  ce or study cells under a 
microscope. You can work in a small doctor�s o�  ce or 
run a hospital. You can examine eyes, mend bones, 
clean teeth or deliver babies. The range of skills and 
experiences is limited only to your imagination.

You can live and work anywhere you want
Almost every province in Canada has a strong demand 
for healthcare professionals in a wide range of � elds. 
As a trained health worker, you can choose where you 
want to live and the setting you want to work in.

You can � nd a health career that � ts your 
educational plans
There are health careers that require 8, 10, even 13 
years of specialized education after high school, 
and there are health careers you can train for in 18-
24 months at your local community college. 

You can learn by reading and by doing
Many health career training programs involve 
both classroom lectures and hands-on learning 
opportunities. You may spend time in a lab, do a 
summer internship in a community clinic, or do a 
clinical rotation in a bustling hospital. There are even 
hands-on learning programs for high school and 
college students who haven�t decided on a career. 

You can get help to pay for school
Hundreds of scholarships, � nancial aid programs, 
grants and student loans are available to help aspiring 
healthcare workers pay for school.

You�ll have a clear path to advancement
It costs employers less to promote a trusted worker 
than to hire someone new. Many employers will 
reimburse educational expenses and even give you 
time o�  to go to school so you can qualify for a higher-
paying position. 

You can work with people (or not)
Do you prefer to work alone or on a team?  Are you 
more comfortable working with people or with 
information? Whatever your preference, you can � nd 
a health career that matches your skills and interests. 

You�ll make a di� erence in people�s lives
Perhaps the biggest bene� t of being a healthcare 
professional is that you will make a di� erence in 
people�s lives.  Whether you work as a nurse�s aide, 
a dietician, a food safety inspector, or a veterinary 
assistant, you will be helping to make your community 
a little healthier, a little safer and a little better.

A career is more than a pay check. It�s something you�ll be doing 40 hours a week for the rest of your life. 
As you think about what you want to do for the rest of your life, think about more than just what you�ll be 
doing and how much money you can make. Here are 10 reasons to think about pursuing a health career.




